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March 2004 

Universal Accessories, Sport-Link™  Accessory 
Development 

 

 
SUBJECT 
 
 MINI LINK SYSTEM SPORT-LINK™   – P/N 82 11 0 154 539 
 
 
MODEL 
 
 Cooper (R50):   All Vehicle Production 
 Cooper S (R53):  All Vehicle Production 
 
 
SUGGESTED INSTALLATION TIME Cooper (R50):  1.5 hrs.       
      Cooper S (R53):  2.0 hrs. 
 
 
The instructions below are developed for MINI vehicles and are not be compared to any other existing 
instructions for vehicles other than MINI.  No methods other than those specified in this document are to be used 
for installation in MINI vehicles.  Left and right are determined from driver’s seat. 
 
Carefully read all instructions and supplements before proceeding with the installation.  Reference should be 
made to TIS for instructions dealing with a stock part of the vehicle but not stated in detail in these instructions. 
 
The instructions were complete and up to date at time of publication; however, changes to the vehicle or 
installation may have occurred.  Please report any problems or changes noted with the installation to           
BMW Technical Hotline, along with VIN, date of manufacture and as much detail as possible.  
 
 

 
 

    DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME, ON TIME, EVERY TIME     
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PARTS INFORMATION 
 
Contents of Kit - P/N 82 11 0 154 539 
 
 Description                    Qty   MINI Part Number 

Sport-Link™ 1 Not Available 
Bolt, 8mm x 1.25 pitch, 25 mm long* 4 Not Available 
Lock Washer for 8mm bolt* 4 Not Available 
Flat Washer for 8mm bolt, 24mm OD* 4 Not Available 
Installation Confirmation Decal 1 Not Available 
Drill Template: Cooper (R50) 1 Not Available 
Drill Template (L & R combined): Cooper S (R53) 1 Not Available 
Replacement Hardware Kit *4 each 82 11 0 305 156
* contained in replacement hardware kit   

 
 
 
ADDITIONAL REQUIRED PARTS 
 
Description     Part Number 
Wurth® Zinc Rich Weld-Thru Primer Available Locally
Body Color Touch-up Paint Check Vehicle Paint Code
Duct Tape, 2” width Available Locally

 
 
REQUIRED TOOLS 
 
Description      
DRILL with 3/8 inch Chuck 
HOLE SAWS 
No. LHS64D - 2 inch Hole Saw 
No. LHS68D - 2 1/8 inch Hole Saw 
No. LHS3D – Arbor with ¼ inch Pilot Drill 

 
MINI recommends the use of high quality Hole Saws and Arbors such as the above; available from  
Snap-on® Tools. 
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PLEASE NOTE:  
 
BASIC INSTALLATION PROCEDURES ARE THE SAME FOR BOTH COOPER (R50) AND 
COOPER S (R53) VEHICLES. DIFFERENCES IN VEHICLE DESIGN/CONSTRUCTION 
THAT REQUIRE VEHICLE SPECIFIC PROCEDURES WILL BE HIGHLIGHTED.   
 
 
 
INSTALLATION CONFIRMATION DECAL MUST BE COMPLETELY FILLED OUT AND 
INSTALLED ON VEHICLE DRIVERS SIDE “B” PILLAR.  REFERENCE STEP 34 AND 
ILLUSTRATION S71 02 U22 ON PAGE 11. 
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PROCEDURE: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No Illustration Available 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Preliminary Procedures: 

 
• Remove left and right Wheel Arch 

Cover Trim from vehicle. Reference 
(TIS) RA 51 13 105. 

  
• Cooper (R50) only: Remove Spare 

Tire from vehicle. 

 
 

 
2. Remove Bumper Trim Panel (1) from vehicle. 

Reference TIS RA 51 12 156 and 51 12 157. 
 
            Remove four Plastic Clips (2), Bolt (3) and  
            four Screws (4) & (5) to remove Bumper Trim 
            Panel (1) from vehicle.  

 
Note: Carefully remove running light, 
back-up light and (if so equipped) park 
distance control wiring from bumper trim 
panel sockets before pulling panel away 
from vehicle. 

 
 

 
3. Carefully press/pull Wiring Harness Plastic 

Mounting Clips out of Bumper Carrier (3) right 
side mounting tab (1) and from five mounting 
hole locations (2) in Reinforcing Plate (4). 

 
Note: If plastic clips (2) are damaged 
during removal, replacements are 
available under part number 61 13 0 392 
640.  

 
Note: If plastic clip (1) is damaged during 
removal, replacement is available under 
part number 61 13 0 141 200. 

 
 

 
4. Remove Bumper Carrier Assembly from 

vehicle. Reference TIS RA 51 12 050. 
 

Remove eight Bolts (3) used to mount 
Bumper Carrier Assembly (1) to vehicle.  
 
Note: Do not remove plastic nuts (2) from 
bumper carrier assembly at this time.  
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5. Remove Plastic Nuts (4) from Bumper Carrier 

Assembly (1) to separate Shock Absorber 
Insert (2) and Reinforcing Plate (3) from 
Bumper Carrier. 

 
Discard Shock Absorber Insert (2), 
Reinforcing Plate (3) and Plastic Nuts (4).  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

No Illustration Available 

 

 
6. Remove Exhaust System from vehicle.  

   
Cooper: Reference (TIS) RA 18 12 030 
(W10) and RA 18 21 051.  
Note: Heat Insulation Shield will remain on 

vehicle. 
 
Cooper S: Reference (TIS) RA 18 12 030 
(Cooper S).  
Note: Heat Insulation Shield for Rear 

Mufflers and Battery Box must be 
removed at this time.  

 
 

 

Caution - Wear Safety Glasses during the 
following procedures (Steps 7- 11):  

 
7. Use a gasket scraper to remove any excess 

body sealer from areas where Sport-Link™ 
will make contact with vehicle body (1).  

 
Caution: When installed, the Sport-Link’s™ 
Mounting Points must make full contact with 
and fit flush against the vehicle body without 
trapping any body sealer material between 
the Sport-Link™ and the body. 

 

Caution: Use Zinc Rich Weld-Thru Primer and 
Body Touch-up Paint to protect metal surface 
after undercoating is removed. 

 
8. Cooper: Use a gasket scraper to remove all 

body undercoating from area (1) around the 
two mounting holes on left side longitudinal 
body support structure.  

 
Cooper S: Use a gasket scraper to remove 
all body undercoating from area (1) around 
the two mounting holes on left and right side 
longitudinal body support structures. 
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For Cooper Vehicles: 

 
Using holes in left side longitudinal body 
structure as a guide locate rear most 
mounting hole (3) in right side longitudinal 
body support structure. 

  
9. Forward hole (1) will be exposed. Use a small 

punch or drift (2) to locate rear hole (3) 
covered by Heat Insulation Shield.   

 
 

 
10. Use a “Lock-Back” type knife or other sturdy 

cutting tool (1) to cut and remove Heat 
Insulation Shield material covering mounting 
hole. Remove sufficient insulation material to 
ensure 24mm OD flat washer from 
installation kit will make full “metal to metal” 
contact with body without trapping any 
insulation material between washer and 
body. 
 
Trim insulation material from around forward 
hole as required.  

 

 
11. Test fit mounting bolt and washer assembly 

(1) in hole (2) to ensure flat washer from 
installation kit will make full “metal to metal” 
contact with body without trapping any 
insulation material between washer and 
body. Test fit mounting bolt assembly in 
forward hole as required. 

 
Note: Use Zinc Rich Weld-Thru Primer and  
Body Touch-up Paint to protect metal 
surface of longitudinal body support 
structure as required before proceeding to 
next step.   

 

 
12. Position Sport-Link™ on vehicle. Slide 

Longitudinal Mounting Bars of Sport-Link™ 
(1) into longitudinal support structures of 
vehicle. Install four Bolts with Lock Washers, 
and Fender Washers (2) to hold Sport-Link™ 
in place. Reference illustration S71 02 U13 
(step 13) on next page. 

 
Note: Do not tighten bolt assemblies (2) at 
this time.     
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13.  Install four longitudinal support mounting bolt 

 assemblies (1) into Sport-Link™ (2) as  
 illustrated.  

 
Note: Do not tighten bolt assemblies (1) at 
this time.     

 
 

 
For Cooper Vehicles: 
 
14. Push Sport-Link™ fully forward and check 

that there is a minimum of 6mm (1/4”) 
clearance between rear of Sport-Link™ Port 
(2) and Heat Insulation Shield (1). If 
insufficient clearance, use hand to gently re-
form Heat Insulation Shield. Make certain 
Heat Insulation Shield does not contact 
muffler. 

 
Note: For Illustration purposes Sport-Link™, 
Bumper, Heat Shield and Muffler are shown in 
final installed position.  

 

 
15. Install vehicle-wiring harness (1) onto Sport- 

Link™ using mounting holes provided (black 
arrows). Clip (2) is not attached at this time. 

 
Note: Three holes are provided at each 
mounting location to allow for variations 
in wiring harness clip positions.   

 
16. Position a 101mm (4” [A]) strip of Duct Tape 

(3) in several layers around wiring harness 
(1) to provide additional protection to harness 
in both areas where harness is routed over 
longitudinal support bars.    

 

 
17. Re-install vehicle Aluminum Bumper (1) over 

Sport-Link™ using eight bolts (2) removed in 
step 4. Note: Do not tighten bolts at this time. 

 
Note: Ensure wiring harness is forward of 
left and right bumper side brackets (wiring 
harness should be between brackets and 
plastic splash shields).  
 

18. Clip right side harness clip to right side 
bumper bracket. Reference illustration S71 
02 U16 above, call-out number 2.     
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Caution: Bumper Carrier / Sport-Link™ 
mounting bolts are to be torqued before 
Sport- Link™ Longitudinal Support Arm 
mounting bolts are tightened.       

 
19. Torque eight Bumper Carrier / Sport-Link™ 

Mounting Bolts (2) to 23 Nm (17 foot lbs.) 
 

    

 
 

Caution: Sport-Link™ Longitudinal Support       
Arm mounting bolts are to be torqued after 
Bumper Carrier/Sport-Link™ mounting bolts. 
     
20. Torque four Sport-Link™ Longitudinal Support 

Arm mounting bolts (2) to 35 Nm (26 foot 
lbs.) 

  
Note: For clarity Sport-Link™ is shown 
without aluminum bumper installed. 

 
 

 
For Cooper S vehicle: Proceed to Step 30 

 
For Cooper Vehicles: 
 
21. Position Drill Template (1) on rear Bumper 

Trim Panel so that Back-up Light cutout in 
template is centered over back-up light 
mounting hole in bumper trim panel.  

 

 
22. Align Template so that top and bottom edges 

of template are in line with upper and lower 
ridges of panel (black arrows).  

 
23. Re-confirm that template is correctly centered 

and aligned. Use tape (1) to hold template 
securely in place. 
 

24. With template as a guide use a sharp center 
punch to mark location of holes to be drilled. 
Reference illustration S71 02 U18 above, 
call-out number 2. 
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Caution - Carefully review Steps 25 – 27 and 
Warnings for drill alignment on this page 
before drilling bumper trim panel. 

 
25. Use three strips of Duct Tape (2) to cover 

and protect Bumper Trim Panel painted 
surface around areas to be drilled. 

 
26. Carefully locate and mark center punched 

drill points (1) under duct tape. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Warning: Ensure drill is perpendicular to surface 
during drilling process.  

 

 

 
 

 
 
Warning: Ensure drill is pointed in a straight-
ahead direction, parallel to centerline of vehicle. 

 

 

Caution - Note Warnings above regarding 
correct drill angles before proceeding with 
final cut with hole saw. Proceed slowly and 
carefully with final cut with hole saw to 
prevent damage to paint.  

 
27. Use sharp, clean drills and hole saw to 

progressively drill a 1/16” & 3/16” hole and 
then ¼” pilot hole for final cut with a 2 1/8” 
hole saw.             

 
28. Use a sharp X-acto® knife to carefully trim 

any rough edges from inside surface only. 
Carefully clean painted surface as required.    
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29. Re-install Bumper Trim Panel on vehicle. 

 
Note: Bumper Trim Panel position can be 
“fine tuned” by slightly enlarging upper 
mounting holes and moving bumper left 
right or up- down. 

 
 

 
 For Cooper S Vehicles: 
 
30. Remove left (2) and right (3) black plastic grill 

panels from Bumper Trim Panel (1).   

 
 

 
31. Position template on right side grill panel (1) 

with instructions facing up (3).  
 

32. Position template on left side grill panel (2) 
with instructions facing down (4). 
 

33. With template as a guide use a sharp center 
punch to mark location of holes to be drilled. 
Reference illustration S71 03 U01 below, call-
out number 1. 

 

 
34. Confirm location of center-punch marks (1) 

with caliper measuring 121 mm from outer  
edge of lip to mark. 

 
Reference illustration S71 03 U08 (step 29) 
on next page. 
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35.  Center punch marks should be located at  

 intersection of central web lines.  

 
 

 
36. Use sharp, clean drills and hole saw to    

progressively drill a 1/16” & 3/16” hole and  
then ¼” pilot hole for final cut with a 2” hole 
saw.   

 

 
 

 
37. Use a sharp X-Acto® knife to trim edges of 

hole.  
 

Re-install grill panels into bumper trim panel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No Illustration Available 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
38.  Re-install Bumper Trim Panel on vehicle. 

 
 Reference illustration S71 03 U07 (step 25)  
 on page 9. 
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No Illustration Available 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For Cooper Vehicles: 

 
39. Re-install exhaust system components. 

 
Re-install left and right Wheel Arch Cover 
Trim. 
 
Re-install Spare Tire. 
 

For Cooper S Vehicles: 
 

40. Re-install Heat Insulation Shields. 
 
Re-install exhaust system components. 
 
Re-install left and right Wheel Arch Cover 
Trim. 
 
 
 

 

Warning: The following information must be 
entered on Installation Confirmation Decal to 
certify correct installation: 

 
• Serial Number of Sport-Link™ (located on top 

center of Sport-Link™ and information label 
on box) 

• Dealer Name 
• Date of installation 
• Dealer RO/ Installation Invoice Number 
• Name/Initials of installer  

 
41. Install Confirmation Decal (1) onto drivers 

side “B” pillar as illustrated.   
 

Installation Complete 
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